Letter 158 and 159  Singapore 23/3/92

On my arrival here I received your two letters as also the Gard. Chron. & the photo of Dendr. Macfarlanei you kindly sent to me, and thank you very much for the same. Now in answer to your letters I beg to state the very big orchid supposed to be Grammatoph[yllum]. speciosum was found in Selangor, but as it is over two years ago when it was found I am afraid it very likely will be dead long ago, out here such plants very rarely do live after being taken down from their trees (vide Gard Chron 1 March 90) however I shall try to find out all about it, and if it is still to be had shall try to buy it. I have often seen very large specimen of Gram[matophyllum]. speciosum but as Mr Sander always told me they would not pay, I never troubled myself about them. As to Dendrobium Macfarl. am I to understand that Mr Sander wishes me to go to New Guinea, if so I should like to get clear instructions as well as the necessary letters of introduction and recommendation from the Directors of the Germ. New Guinea Co. The steamers of this Co. are now running from Singapore. On the other hand it may be a matter of some difficulty to get to the place where D.Macfarlanei grows, it comes if I am not mistaken from English territory and there are as far as I know no steamers running regularly to that part of New Guinea, however if I get the necessary final instructions and also the necessary funds I daresay I shall be able to manage the thing satisfactorily, Dendrob. Macfarl. I know fairly well some years ago I saw it in flower at Veitch's. As for Habenaria carnea I shall see what I can do, though I much dislike to fritter away time and money with such small things at this time of the year, as it is I have no time to se Mr Ridley and shall do so with great reluctance, he is for what I know a great friend of Boxall’s and Curnow’s and when he, Mr Ridley, came to Singapore some three or four years ago, I was presented to him by Mr Fox(?) and met with such an extremely cool reception , he hardly spoke to me - that I have never spoken to him ever since, indeed I have met him only once since then, my visits to the bot. garden I generally make on a Sunday when nobody is there, well I repeat I shall see what I can do,. 

I shall as soon as possible start for that place where the white Cypriped. is said to exist though I am afraid it will be nothing but Cypriped. niveum but even if it should prove something else, if it does not meet with more approval by Mr sander than Cypriped chamber. did, I shall consider it a bad job and loves labour lost. As to Cypriped. chamber. I do not know what to think, on the one hand Mr Sander writes repeatedly that even the 2000 I sent are too many and at the other hand I get a telegram Cypriped. extra collect quantity, luckily the letters I did not get until my arrival here that is to say four days ago, else I would have been in a very tickly position, but surely the description I so carefully prepared and sent to you was explicit enough, that you might have seen it was not such a bad thing & I think without being vain my description of the plant is a great deal better and exacter than the one published by Mr J. O’Brien. Well now, I am afraid I have sent far too many 10,000 is a big lot if they arrive in halfways good condition, but from the very first beginning it was my endeavour to get so many, that no matter what may happen you can command the market and a few thousand more or less make no great difference in the expenses. 

I am very sorry to have again no butterflies or curios for you, in the place I was last there is absolutely nothing to be had, I had taken a native with me for the purpose of assisting me and collecting butterflies but the return was so very poor that I had to give it up in despair, of course in the lowlands about Padang there are plenty of butterflies, but they are so very common that if I was to send you some and you were to give them away, you would expose yourself to ridicule, as I have been collecting butterflies during the last ten years you may be sure I know something of their value, however I have read that in the place I intend going to, very fine things are found, and I hope I shall be able to get some for you, at the same time I wish to remark, it depends very much of season at which one visits a place, the beginning and end of the rainy season is generally the best to get good things, I have often seen thousand sin a place and a few months later not been able to get half a dozen, so therefore I beg you will have patience.   Trusting etc.

Letter 160 and 161   Singapore 23/3/92 (i.e. same as last letter!)

I have arrived here safely on Friday the 18/3 my plants being in splendid conditon, I at once made all necesary arrangements and shipped them yesterdy per S.S.Telamon where I got a place for them in the deckhouse & I hope they will arrive in good order and condition and I herewith beg to enclose B/L and also a list of contents to satisfy your mind I also enclose a letter which I received from a gentleman residing at Macassar and who I asked to find out and keep watch if anybody goes to Fenimber collecting plants, in return for his troubles I have to get him postage stamps & as this gentleman is not an Englishman you will have to make due allowance for his incorrect English, at the same time I beg to remark that anyone going to Tenimbar might meet the steamer at Amboina but this is not very likely to happen, as all the goods required for barter are much cheaper and better to be had at Macassar, and as my friend Dingeman is connected with the only English firm in the place Macassar it is not likely that a collector going to Fenimber would pass the place without being seen, so you need not worry yourselves too much about this Tenimber at the same time I should like to know what you intend doing with all your D[endrobium]. Phal[aenopsis]. The very good news you gave me about having put £45 to my credit has given me much pleasure and I thank you most heartily for your kindness, and at the same time I wish to beg your pardon if I have offended you in my letter from Dec 14 last year. You may be sure I had no intention of doing so, I have neither right nor do I in the least wish to interfere in any way with your business - and I most likely not expressed myself properly in that letter. As to my sending dried specimens to Dr Kraenzlin, that of course is out of question, since I never know whom you may wish to describe or determine any plant I collect, yea even in the letter I wrote to Dr Kraenzlin I said " German I can’t read"  surely that is sufficient discretion and you will also please to remember it was only at your wish and command that I started to dry botanical specimens and to write now and then to Dr Kraenzlin, although it means only additional work and trouble for me, of which I have often rather more than agreeable. I am much afraid I have sent you far too many of Cypr[ipedium]. Chamberl[ainianum]. however I did not get your letters until my arrival here, and the telegram I got from you at Padang somewhat reassures me and I hope I have acted correctly I did it with the best intention, wishing to provide you with a lot sufficient to enable you, no matter what may happen, to command the market, and surely you might have known that if the Cypr. was so very poor I would never have treated with that Mr Schluter(?) - I hope you have squared things with with the brother of (unreadable) when I said it is no grand thing I simply meant to say the flowers are not so gorgeous as of a good many others, at the same time it is quite distinct from all known Cypr. and bears no resemblance to any one of them. Cypr. Ch[amberlainianum]. will not be easily propagated it always makes only one growth and clumps are extremely rare, well I hope everything will turn out well, I am very anxiously awaiting your letter, and think it is not nice you have not written before, your last letter is dated Jan 29. I much prefer to get plenty of letters from you even if you grumble a little now and then instead of getting no letter at all. Of the Coelog[yne]. Dayana you will get dried leaves & flowers, it would perhaps be best if you could flower it, before selling,  the colouring is very distinct and much better than P. de Kock variety perhaps it proves a new variety. That other orchid I send is a very curious thing on account of its movable labellum it looks more like a Masdevallia, what it is I have no idea. About getting you some big specimen I shall see what I can do, and as for Habenaria carnea I have just spoken with some natives here who said they know it and will collect it - but natives are never to be depended upon.

I shall go as soon as possible to find out about that small white Cypriped.  & of course it may turn out to be nothing but niveum, still I have to risk that. However even if so, I hope the journey will not be quite fruitless as the country is unexplored, only of late they have started a great many tobacco plant round about there and I may have to go into the territory of the independent tribes where I have a good chance of being warmly received with stewing pan and gridirons.  About Boxall I have not heard anything and Osmers whereabouts are quite unknown in Singapore, the latter could hardly have passed here unperceived the more so as there are several people here very anxious to see him it is all about some things that he forgot to pay for. Well I shall write again soon. Trusting etc

P.S. Please kindly remember my letter of credit ends with June also please not to forget to send me a couple of knives and Bull’s Plant catalogue.  

